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Welcome  to  The  Commemorative  Trail  Fall  Issue  -  2000 

We  hope  you  believe  our  journal  is  meeting  your  requirements  for  informative  and  entertaining 
reading.  However ,  without  your  input  we  are  unable  to  fulfill  our  responsibilities  to  present  the 
"best  bargain  in  numismatics. "  Please  submit  your  articles  today;  we  need  your  involvement  to 
make  this  publication  ours  in  every >  sense  o  f  the  word! 
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EDITORIAL  POLICY 

THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL  PUBLISHES  ARTICLES  FROM  A  WIDE  VARIETY  OF  AUTHORS 
AND  SOURCES.  TO  PRESERVE  THE  INTEGRITY  OF  THE  AUTHORS  AND  THE  CONTENTS  OF  THE 
ARTICLES,  YOUR  EDITOR  OFTEN  LEAVES  THE  ARTICLES  INTACT.  IT  SHOULD  BE  STATED 
THAT  THE  CONTENTS  OF  THE  ARTICLES  AND  THE  OPINIONS  STATED  THEREIN  DO  NOT  NEC¬ 
ESSARILY  REFLECT  THE  POSITIONS  AND  OPINIONS  OF  THE  EDITOR  OR  THE  SOCIETY  AS  A 
WHOLE. 
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COVER:  Question  marks  and  cartoonish  characters  symbolize  our  featured  quiz,  beginning 
on  page  7.  The  quiz  was  given  at  Society  meetings  in  Long  Beach  and  Philadelphia,  so  if  you 
were  in  attendance,  you  have  a  head  start  on  answemg  the  questions.  Good  luck. 


PLEASE  MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 

SOCIETY  MEETINGS 


Our  next  meeting  will  be  at  the  Long  Beach 
Expo  in  February.  We  should  have  another  is¬ 
sue  of  The  Trail  in  the  mail  before  then, 
announcing  the  program.  The  meeting  will  be 
at  9  a.m.  Saturday  as  usual. 


Notes  from  the  Editor 

by  Helen  Carmody-Lebo  (R-0007,  CA) 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  sent  cards  and  notes  during  my  recent  illness.  Fortunately,  I’m  feeling 
better  now.  I  still  have  a  few  problems  to  overcome,  but  by  and  large  I’m  well  on  the  road  to  re¬ 
covery. 

Special  thanks  to  Ray  Lockwood,  president  of  the  Central  States  Numismatic  Society,  for 
pinchhitting  for  us  at  the  Society's  meeting  during  the  ANA  in  Philadelphia.  We  count  Ray  and 
his  wife,  Fran,  as  among  our  best  friends.  They  stood  up  with  Jerry  and  me  when  we  were  mar¬ 
ried. 

Congratulations  to  Clayton  Grant  (R-0888,  FL)  for  winning  the  quiz  competition  at  our  meet¬ 
ing  in  Philadelphia.  Clayton’s  prize  was  one  year  of  Society  membership. 

You’ll  notice  a  change  in  the  layout  of  some  pages  in  this  issue  of  The  Trail.  We’re  experi¬ 
menting  with  two  columns  of  type  per  page  rather  than  one.  The  more  narrow  format  should 
make  reading  the  copy  a  bit  easier. 

We  have  a  new  printing  firm  for  The  Commemorative  Trail.  For  the  past  several  years,  J.T. 
Stanton  (C-0004,  GA)  has  been  printing  the  quarterly  in  Savannah,  GA.  J.T.  has  sold  the  print¬ 
ing  side  of  his  business  to  another  Savannah  firm.  Document  Xpress,  which  will  print  future 
Trails.  J.T.  is  focusing  on  the  book  publishing  side  of  his  business. 
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THE  PRESIDENT’S  OFFICE 

by  Anthony  J.  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 


This  is  my  first  column  as  your  new  president  (a 
retread,  if  you  like.)  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the 
Society’s  first  president  following  its  founding  in 
1983.  I  served  two  terms  through  1987  and  con¬ 
sider  it  an  honor  and  pleasure  once  again  to  hold  the 
organization’s  top  position. 


As  there  were  no  races  for  any  of  the  offices  this 
year,  no  election  ballots  were  mailed.  The  officers 
were  chosen  by  acclamation  or,  to  put  it  another 
way,  by  default.  This  is  both  good  and  bad.  The 
good  part  is  that  we  have  no  political  power  strug¬ 
gles  -  just  an  organization  where  everybody  pretty 
much  gets  along.  The  bad  part  is  we  have,  like 
many  other  hobby  groups,  a  bit  of  apathy. 

Still,  we  have  a  pretty  good  core  of  officers  who,  in  effect,  overcome  any  apathy  that  might  ex¬ 
ist.  Helen  Carmody-Lebo  (R-0007,  CA)  reprises  her  roles  as  secretary  and  editor  despite  recent 
health  problems  that  focus  on  a  painful  right  knee.  At  this  writing,  Helen  is  hopeful  the  doctors 
will  solve  things.  We  also  welcome  Bob  Van  Ryzin,  (R-1973,  WI)  to  the  fold.  Bob,  who  is  edi¬ 
tor  of  Coins  magazine,  is  now  our  vice  president.  He  brings  some  fresh  viewpoints  which  all 
organizations  need  from  time  to  time.  Mary  Yahalom,  (R-1784,  CA)  continues  as  treasurer. 
We  can  always  count  on  Mary  to  keep  track  of  our  bucks. 

I  can  best  describe  the  following  comments  as  my  post-election  campaign  platform,  for  this  is 
what  I  would  have  said  had  there  been  competition  for  the  office  of  president. 

It’s  an  old  saw,  but  we  need  more  people  directly  involved  in  the  Society.  We’re  a  national  spe¬ 
cialty  club  that  meets  in  person  only  a  few  times  a  year.  Thus,  I  see  no  reason  why  a  person 
couldn’t  assume  an  office  even  if  he  or  she  is  unable  to  travel  to  these  meetings,  which  are  usu¬ 
ally  conducted  at  ANA  conventions  and  the  Long  Beach  Expo.  Staying  in  touch  is  no  problem. 
We  have  the  telephone  at  our  disposal.  There  are  also  e-mail  and  regular  mail. 

Being  involved  also  can  mean  submitting  stories,  photos  and  suggestions  for  use  in  our  quar¬ 
terly  publication.  The  Commemorative  Trail.  And  you  can  also  help  by  recruiting  new  members. 
Membership  applications  are  printed  on  the  back  cover  of  each  issue  of  The  Trail. 

You  might  also  help  by  just  making  suggestions  about  how  we  can  improve  and  strengthen  our 
organization. 

So  don’t  be  shy.  Get  ahold  of  me,  Helen  or  any  other  officer,  and  let  us  know  how  you  can 
make  a  contribution. 

Best  regards, 

Anthony 
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THE  VICE  PRESIDENT’S  REPORT 

by  Bob  Van  Ryzin  (R- 1 973,  Wl) 

This  being  my  first  message  as  vice  president,  I 
thought  it  might  be  good  to  introduce  myself.  In  doing 
so,  I  am  aware  that  many  of  you  probably  recognize  my 
name  from  my  long  involvement  with  Krause  Publica¬ 
tions. 

Few  of  you,  however,  likely  realize  that  besides  work¬ 
ing  as  a  hobby  journalist  for  more  than  a  decade,  that  I 
am  also  an  avid  collector  and,  along  those  lines,  have  an 
extensive  background  in  working  with  and  for  hobby  or¬ 
ganizations. 

I  got  my  start  with  the  Oshkosh  (Wis.)  Coin  Club, 
served  a  term  as  its  president,  and  subsequently  held  the 
same  post  with  the  Fox  Valley  Coin  Club  (Appleton, 
Wis.)  and  the  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin. 

I  can  proudly  say  that  my  first  article  published  in  a  commercial  hobby  publication  was  about  a 
U.S.  commemorative  coin  -  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar.  In  fact,  I  first  sent  it  to  Coins  maga¬ 
zine,  which  I  now  edit,  as  part  of  a  contest  to  identify  the  coin  depicted  from  a  picture  of  one  of 
its  elements  (in  this  case,  the  Indian)  and  write  a  story  about  it. 

The  winner  would  have  his  or  her  article  published.  I  didn’t  even  place  in  the  top  three,  but  I 
was  so  inspired  by  the  information  I  discovered  about  Ezra  Meeker  and  his  several  trips  along 
the  Oregon  Trail  that  I  didn’t  give  up.  Instead,  I  did  some  rewriting  and  submitted  it  to  Coin 
World ,  which  accepted  it  and  ran  it,  sometime  back  in  the  1980s. 

Since  then.  I’ve  tried  to  keep  up  that  theme  of  looking  for  the  story  behind  the  coin.  Even  more 
so  than  regular-issue  coins.  U.S.  commemoratives,  whether  they  be  of  early  20th  century  vintage 
or  the  modem  versions,  offer  plenty  of  stories  of  people  -  their  dreams  and  their  hopes  -  that  not 
only  help  to  color  in  the  the  history  of  a  particular  coin  but  are  a  vital  reason  why  many  of  us  col¬ 
lect  coins. 

As  the  Society's  very  new  vp,  I  can't  as  yet  offer  any  words  related  directly  to  the  Society's 
workings,  etc.,  but  I  can  pledge  to  do  my  best  to  support  it.  I’ve  been  a  member  for  a  number  of 
years  and  have  always  admired  The  Commemorative  Trail  for  the  additional  background  and  sto¬ 
ries  it  presents  that  go  beyond  mintage  figures  and  grading.  Each  issue  that  comes  across  my 
desk  is  packed  with  useful  information. 

It’s  not  hard  to  understand,  therefore,  why  the  The  Trail  is  a  consistant  NLG  award  winner.  I 
would  urge  all  of  you  to  lend  your  support  to  it  in  any  way  you  can. 

Being  involved  as  I  am  in  publishing,  I'm  keenly  aware  of  the  great  amount  of  effort  that  is  put 
into  producing  even  one  issue  of  The  Trail,  much  less  four.  I  would  guess  (not  having  spoken  to 
Helen  about  this)  that  if  it’s  like  the  publication  I  work  on,  there’s  always  need  for  fresh  material 
to  fill  the  pages. 

If  you  have  an  idea  for  an  article,  why  not  take  a  chance,  write  it  down,  rewrite  it,  rewrite  it 
again  and  then  submit  it.  You  never  know  where  it  might  lead. 


All  of  the  best, 

nob 
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Commemorative  coin  quiz 


Test  your  knowledge  (or  lack  thereof) 

Here  is  a  quiz  on  commemorative  coins.  The  first  74  are  true-false  ques¬ 
tions.  The  last  group  features  questions  you  simply  have  to  answer  without  the 
50-50  chance.  Sorry,  but  you  can’t  poll  the  audience  or  phone  a  friend.  Some 
of  these  questions  were  used  as  programs  during  recent  Society  meetings  in 
Long  Beach  and  Philadelphia.  Answers  appear  beginning  on  page  3 1 . 

1 .  The  Isabella  quarter  was  the  first  legal  tender  U.S.  coin  to  depict  a  foreign 
monarch. 

2.  William  Barber  designed  the  Lafayette  dollar. 

3.  A  conestoga  wagon  is  depicted  on  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar. 

4.  The  1922  Grant  half  dollar  and  the  1922  Grant  gold  dollar  depicted  the  same  motif. 

5.  The  1925  Fort  Vancouver  half  dollar  struck  at  San  Francisco  did  not  have  an  "S"  mint  mark. 

6.  The  Texas  centennial  half  dollar  depicts  Sam  Houston,  Stephen  F.  Austin  and  Davey  Crock¬ 
ett. 

7.  Mrs.  Peter  Porter  spearheaded  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers'  effort  to  create  the  Isabella  quar¬ 
ter. 

8.  York  County,  the  subject  of  the  York  commemorative  half  dollar,  is  in  New  York  state. 

9.  The  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  half  dollar  had  an  association  with  the  motion  picture  industry. 

10.  The  1925  Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  commemorated  the  Stone  Mountain  memorial  in  Geor¬ 
gia  and  the  memory  of  President  Howard  Taft. 

1 1 .  The  1925  Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  was  the  first  commemorative  struck  at  a  branch  mint. 

12.  Stone  Mountain,  Gettysburg  and  Antietam  half  dollars  are  all  related  to  the  Civil  War. 

13.  The  1986  Statue  of  Liberty  $5  gold  coin  was  the  only  commemorative  of  the  1980s  to  sell 
out  its  entire  authorized  quantity. 

14.  The  1936  Robinson- Arkansas  half  dollar  depicted  a  living  person. 

1 5.  The  1936  Lynchburg  half  dollar  depicted  a  living  person. 

16.  John  Howard  Benson  was  a  designer  of  the  1936  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  half  dollar. 

1 7.  Arthur  Graham  Carey  was  a  designer  of  the  1921  Alabama  half  dollar. 

18.  Frank  Gasparro’s  first  commemorative  design  was  the  1991  Mount  Rushmore  dollar. 

19.  24  stars  appear  on  the  obverse  of  the  Alabama  half  dollar. 

20.  The  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  was  the  first  U.S.  silver  commemorative  coin. 

21.  The  first  authorized  U.S.  coin  to  depict  a  president  was  the  Lafayette  dollar. 

22.  The  date  1936  appears  to  the  right  of  Chief  Black  Fish  on  the  1935  Daniel  Boone  half  dollar. 

23.  The  date  1734  appears  on  the  Maryland  half  dollar. 

24.  In  1952,  future  President  Kennedy  sponsored  legislation  for  a  commemorative  half  dollar 
marking  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  Pine  Tree  Shilling. 

25.  The  "Old  Dutch  Church"  is  depicted  on  the  Delaware  half  dollar. 

26.  The  dates  1821  and  1921  appear  on  the  Missouri  half  dollar. 

27.  Governor  Thomas  Kilby  was  the  first  living  person  depicted  on  a  commemorative  -  the  Ala¬ 
bama  half  dollar. 

28.  The  other  person  shown  on  the  Alabama  half  dollar  was  the  state's  first  governor,  Thomas 
Benson. 

29.  Best  known  for  the  Morgan  Dollar,  George  Morgan  did  not  design  or  engrave  any  com¬ 
memorative  coins. 

30.  Tom  Peters  and  Clara  Peters  designed  the  1915  Panama  Exposition  half  dollar. 
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3 1  The  act  of  Feb.  24,  1925,  authorized  the  Vermont  half  dollar  and  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar. 

32.  l  he  1936  Wisconsin  Half  dollar  bears  a  date  of  July  4,  1836. 

33.  The  1928  Hawaiian  Half  dollar  bears  a  date  of  Jan.  26,  1828. 

34.  Lafayette  appears  on  both  sides  of  the  1900  Lafayette  dollar. 

35.  The  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  half  dollar  was  dated  1938. 

36.  Constance  Ortmayer  designed  the  Cincinnati  half  dollar. 

37.  Seven  cities  are  marked  with  stars  on  the  Cleveland  Great  Lakes  half  dollar. 

38.  A  palmetto  tree  is  shown  on  the  Columbia,  S.C.  half  dollar. 

39.  The  two  people  shown  on  the  Gettysburg  half  dollar  represent  no  specific  individuals. 

40.  A  mermaid  is  depicted  on  the  Hudson  half  dollar. 

41 .  Adam  Pietz,  who  designed  the  Iowa  half  dollar,  lived  in  Des  Moines. 

42.  The  Illinois  Centennial  half  dollar  marked  Abraham  Lincoln’s  100th  birthday. 

43.  A  ship  is  shown  on  the  Long  Island  half  dollar. 

44.  The  man  who  designed  the  Peace  dollar  also  designed  the  Norfolk  half  dollar. 

45.  The  New  Rochelle  half  dollar  was  issued  in  1936. 

46.  There  is  a  ship  shown  on  the  Pilgrim  half  dollar. 

47.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  is  depicted  on  the  Roanoke  Island  half  dollar. 

48.  Ambrose  Green  is  depicted  on  the  Vermont  half  dollar. 

49.  The  Bill  of  Rights  dollar  is  dated  1993. 

50.  The  Vietnam  War  Memorial  dollar  is  dated  1994. 

51.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  dollar  is  dated  1995. 

52.  A  cactus  is  shown  on  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollar. 

53.  There  are  1926  and  1928  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars,  but  none  dated  1927. 

54.  The  Texas  Centennial  half  dollar  ran  from  1934  to  1939. 

55.  The  1992  White  House  silver  dollar  features  the  likeness  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

56.  The  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar  had  an  official  mintage  of  12,525. 

57.  The  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar  had  an  official  mintage  of  1 1,005. 

58.  The  Long  Island  half  dollar  marked  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  Dutch  colonists. 

59.  The  portrait  of  Lincoln  on  the  Illinois  half  dollar  was  based  on  a  statue  in  a  park  at  Elgin,  Ill. 

60.  The  words  "Oh,  Pioneers"  are  on  the  Boone  half  dollar. 

61.  A  grizzly  bear  is  shown  on  both  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  and  the  California 
Diamond  Jubilee  half  dollars. 

62.  Peter  Stuyvesant  is  one  of  the  people  depicted  on  the  Albany  half  dollar. 

63.  The  Antietam  half  dollar  shows  both  Generals  McClellan  and  Lee. 

64.  Edward  Everett  Horton  designed  the  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollar. 

65.  The  Charter  Oak  is  shown  on  both  the  Connecticut  half  dollar  and  the  new  state  quarter. 

66.  Captain  Cook  is  depicted  on  the  Hawaiian  half  dollar. 

67.  A  Minuteman  is  shown  on  the  Lexington-Concord  half  dollar. 

68.  A  courthouse  is  shown  on  the  Lynchburg  half  dollar. 

69.  A  goat  was  actually  used  as  the  model  for  the  fat  calf  on  the  New  Rochelle  half  dollar. 

70.  Presidents  Washington  and  Coolidge  are  shown  on  the  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar. 

71 .  Infant  Virginia  Dare  is  depicted  on  the  Roanoke  Island  half  dollar,  being  held  by  her  mother. 
The  mother’s  name  was  Ellinor. 

72.  The  Red  Book  lists  the  mintage  of  the  1915-S  Pan-Pac  $50  round  as  483. 

73.  The  Red  Book  lists  the  mintage  of  the  1915-S  Pan-Pac  $50  octagonal  as  524. 

74.  The  1982  Washington  half  dollar  was  the  first  90  percent  silver  commemorative  released  by 
the  United  States  since  the  1954  dated  issues. 

TOUGH  QUESTIONS 

75.  The  state  of  Maine  has  two  commemorative  half  dollars...  Maine  Centennial  and  York 
County.  Name  the  years  of  issue. 
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76.  What  was  the  first  "variety"  specifically  created  to  increase  sales  to  collectors? 

77.  What  were  the  the  four  "classic  era"  commemoratives  depicting  living  people? 

78.  The  1934  Maryland  half  dollar  bears  the  motto  "Fatti  Maschii  Parole  Femine."  What  is  the 
English  translation? 

79.  Who  are  depicted  on  the  Huguenot-Walloon  half  dollar? 

80.  The  Alabama  centennial  half  dollar  is  dated  1921.  What  was  the  actual  year  of  the  state’s 
centennial? 

81.  What  1920s’  commemorative  showed  architectural  objects  on  both  sides? 

82.  Name  the  two  designers  of  the  1918  Illinois  Centennial  half  dollar. 

83.  Name  the  animal  shown  on  the  Albany  half  dollar. 


Grant  With  Star  For  Sale 


As  best  we  know,  this  is  the  first  advertisement  ever  to  appear  in  The 
Commemorative  Trail. 

As  a  special  introductory  offer,  we  present  a  Grant  With  Star  half  dol¬ 
lar  as  a  loss-leader,  unbelievably  priced  at  just  $19.95.  This  masterpiece 
easily  grades  MS-69,  and  will  be  sold  to  the  first  person  who  calls  us  at... 
(RING  RING) 

Oops.  The  phone.  Excuse  me.  Hello.  Yes.  Certainly.  Right  away. 
Goodbye. 

I’m  sorry,  but  the  coin  just  sold  to  the  first  caller.  (A  cousin  of  mine.) 

Be  sure  to  check  our  ads  in  future  issues  for  more  unbelievable  bar¬ 
gains. 

Slick  Sam’s  Coins 

Buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin 

(unless  you’re  buying  the  coin  from  me) 
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Arkansas  committee  acted  like  racketeers 
but  commem  popular  with  today’s  collectors 


The  Arkansas  half  dollar  is  a  good  example  of  a  worthy  project  discredited  through  greed  and 
poor  management.  Although  this  issue  was  the  product  of  a  state-sanctioned  committee,  this 
group's  actions  were  more  in  character  for  racketeers.  That  the  design  of  this  coin  was  something 
less  than  an  artistic  success  only  added  to  the  controversy.  Still,  time  has  a  way  of  healing  old 
wounds,  and  coin  collectors  today  seek  the  halves  of  this  type  as  avidly  as  any  others  in  the  U.  S. 
commemorative  series. 


The  first  Europeans  to  enter  what  is 
now'  Arkansas  were  led  by  Hernando 
de  Soto  of  Spain,  who  explored  the 
area  in  1541-42  but  evidently  found 
no  reason  to  remain.  More  than  a 
century  later,  Frenchmen  Jacques 
Marquette  and  Touis  Joliet  passed 
through  Arkansas  while  canoeing 
down  the  Mississippi  River  in  1673. 

They,  too,  moved  on  but  were  fol¬ 
lowed  a  few  years  later  by  Robert  La 
Salle.  It  was  his  lieutenant,  Henri  de 
Tonti,  who  established  a  trading  post 
along  the  river  in  1683  for  exchanges 
with  the  native  Quapaw. 

Through  warfare,  often  in  distant 
lands,  Arkansas  passed  from  France 
to  Spain  and  then  back  to  France 
again.  It  was  ultimately  sold  to  the 
United  States  as  part  of  the  Louisiana  Pur¬ 
chase  in  1 803.  Arkansas  was  included  within 
the  Missouri  Territory  beginning  in  1812,  but 
when  Missouri  achieved  statehood  in  1820 
the  Arkansas  Territory  was  established.  By 


1836  enough  settlers  were  living  there 
for  it  to  be  admitted  to  the  Union  on 
June  15  as  the  25th  state.  Siding  with 
the  Confederacy  during  the  Civil  War, 
Arkansas  was  not  readmitted  to  the 
Union  until  1868,  three  years  after  the 
war's  end. 

The  100th  anniversary  of  Arkansas’ 
statehood  called  for  a  number  of  cele¬ 
brations,  the  grandest  of  which  was 
scheduled  for  1936  at  the  state  capital 
of  Little  Rock.  Noting  the  success  of 
other  states  in  funding  such  events 
through  the  sale  of  commemorative 
coins,  a  similar  plan  was  devised  by  a 
state-appointed  group  calling  itself  the 
Arkansas  Honorary  Centennial  Cele¬ 
bration  Commission;  this  name  was 
later  shortened  to  the  Arkansas  Cen¬ 
tennial  Commission. 

Acting  promptly,  the  Commission  got  its 
bill  passed  by  Congress  May  14,  1934.  It 
authorized  the  coinage  of  500,000  half  dol¬ 
lars  honoring  Arkansas ’statehood  centennial. 


^Editor's  Note:  The  articles  about  the  Arkansas  and  Robinson-Arkansas  commemoratives  are 
provided  courtesy  of  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corporation  of  America 's  PHOTO  PROOF™. 


David  W.  Lange  (R-l  779,  NJ)  is  director  of  research  for  NGC.  We  are  indebted  to  him  and  to 
Mark  Salzberg  (R-0388,  NJ)  for  these  educational  reports.  Some  articles  provided  by  PHOTO 
PROOF1 A/  are  written  by  others  who  choose  to  remain  anonymous.) 
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The  review  process  was  no  doubt  eased  by  the 
fact  that  Arkansas’  Joseph  T.  Robinson  was 
Senate  Majority  Leader  and,  until  his  death  in 
1937,  the  most  influential  figure  in  Congress. 
Robinson  would  later  be  recognized  (against 
his  own  wishes)  with  an  additional  authoriza¬ 
tion  of  Arkansas  halves  featuring  his  portrait. 
This  coin,  however,  is  collected  as  a  separate 
issue  from  the  regular  design. 

The  language  of  the  Arkansas  bill  conven¬ 
iently  omitted  any  reference  to  a  place  or 

— -  date  of  coinage,  yet 

it  specified  that  the 
Generous  coins  were  to  be 

delivered  only  to 
Authorization  the  Commission  or 

its  designated  agent 
"at  such  times  as 
they  shall  be  re¬ 
quested."  With  so  generous  an  authorization, 
the  Commission  could  and  did  request  that 
Arkansas  halves  be  coined  at  all  three  mints 
and  in  several  consecutive  years.  If  this 
weren't  enough  to  irritate  collectors  (who 
naturally  sought  completeness  in  their  sets), 
the  Commission’s  clumsy  and  sometimes 
suspect  handling  of  distribution  further  fueled 
the  resentment  surrounding  this  and  other  se¬ 
rial  issues. 

Before  marketing  the  Arkansas  coin,  how¬ 
ever,  there  was  the  matter  of  designing  it. 
This  too  was  engulfed  in  controversy,  as  the 
original  sketches  by  Little  Rock  artist  Ed¬ 
ward  Everett  Burr  were  soundly  rejected  by 
the  Federal  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  at  its 
meeting  of  July  26,  1934.  Disapproved  "be¬ 
cause  of  unsuitability  for  a  coin  of  the  United 
States,"  a  recommendation  was  made  that  en¬ 
tirely  new  sketches  be  submitted. 

This  began  an  exchange  of  letters  between 
the  Fine  Arts  Commission  and  various  indi¬ 
viduals  associated  with  the  Arkansas 
Centennial  Commission  in  which  the  former 
implied  that  another  artist  should  be  sought. 
Furthermore,  it  was  the  view  of  the  Fine  Arts 
Commission  that  the  sculptor  engaged  to 
transform  Burr’s  sketches  into  finished  mod¬ 
els,  Emily  Bates  of  Chicago,  was  likewise 
unqualified. 


Although  numerous  detailed  suggestions 
were  furnished  by  sculptor  Lee  Lawrie  of 
the  Fine  Arts  Commission,  the  Bates  models 
did  indeed  fall  short  of  what  was  needed  to 
produce  a  finished  coin.  Despite  the  recom¬ 
mendation  that  both  designer  and  sculptor  be 
replaced,  by  March  of  1935  the  models  were 
sufficiently  improved  that  they  were  passed 
by  the  Fine  Arts  Commission  and  forwarded 
to  Medallic  Art  Company  of  New  York  City 
for  reduction  to  hubs. 

The  obverse  of  the  Arkansas  Centennial 
half  dollar  displays  co-joined  busts  of  a  Qua- 
paw  Indian  and  Miss  Liberty.  The  chief 
wears  a  broad,  feathered  headdress,  while 
the  young  lady  is  adorned  with  a  cap  in¬ 
scribed  LIBERTY  and  a  wreath.  The  words 
ARKANSAS  CENTENNIAL  are  arranged 
in  an  arc  around  the  lower  periphery,  while 
the  dates  1836  and  1936  are  staggered 
within  the  field. 

The  reverse  symbology,  as  explained  by 
Burr,  is  too  complex  to  detail  here,  but  it’s 
alleged  to  contain  references  to  the  Confed¬ 
eracy.  The  central  device  is  a  facing  eagle 
perched  upon  a  rising  sun,  the  rays  of  which 
are  behind  the  bird.  This  eagle  holds  in  its 
beak  a  banner  inscribed  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  at  left  and  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM  at 
right.  Behind  it  is  a  parallelogram  bearing 
thirteen  stars,  while  another  four  are  within. 
The  name  ARKANSAS  also  appears  within 
this  geometry.  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  is  above  in  a  peripheral  arc, 
while  HALF  DOLLAR  and  the  date  of  coin¬ 
ing  appear  on  the  disc  of  the  sun.  The  mint 
mark,  if  any,  is  at  the  base  of  the  rightmost 
ray. 

In  all,  10,008  Arkansas  halves  were  coined 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  May  of  1935,  a 
year  before  the  actual  centennial.  (The  odd 
eight  coins,  as  with  similar  figures  for  other 
dates,  represent  pieces  withheld  for  assay 
and  later  destroyed).  The  first  10,000  halves 
sold  quite  well,  and  another  3,000  were  or¬ 
dered  later  that  same  year.  On  the  advice  of 
prominent  coin  dealer  B.  Max  Mehl,  small 
mintages  were  ordered  from  the  Denver  and 
San  Francisco  Mints,  some  5,505  and  5,506 
pieces,  respectively. 


Like  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coins,  these 
were  offered  by  the  Arkansas  Centennial 
Commission  at  just  one  dollar  apiece.  Most 
persons  ordering  them,  however,  were  told 
that  no  more  were  available.  All,  or  nearly 
all.  had  secretly  been  sold  in  advance  to 
Mehl.  who  then  retailed  them  at  $2.75 
apiece. 

Subsequent  issues,  offered  annually 
through  1939,  w'ere  subject  to  the  same  un¬ 
fair  manipulations  at  ever-higher  markups. 
Such  practices  ultimately  brought  down  the 
wrath  of  Congress.  It  passed  a  law  on  Au¬ 
gust  5,  1939  terminating  the  mintage  of  all 
previously-authorized  commemoratives. 

Already  burdened  with  an  unimaginative 
design,  the  typical  Arkansas  half  is  further 
handicapped  by  poor  luster  and  incomplete 
striking.  The  surfaces  of  these  coins  usually 
have  a  subdued,  satiny  luster  that  is  de¬ 
scribed  by  some  as  "greasy."  The  central 
portion  of  either  side  may  be  weakly  struck, 
revealing  rough  areas  of  the  planchet  that 
should  have  been  smoothed  by  the  striking 
process.  In  addition,  the  exposed  face  of 
Liberty  is  particularly  susceptible  to  contact 
marks.  For  these  reasons  true  gems  of  the 
Arkansas  type  are  scarce. 

Most  coins  grade  MS-60  through  MS-64, 


though  a  fair  number  have  been  certified  MS- 
65.  Higher  grades  are  far  fewer  in  number. 
Since  most  Arkansas  halves  were  sold  to  coin 
collectors,  they  are  rarely  encountered  worn. 
The  most  frequent  exceptions  are  the  1935 
and  1936  issues  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
These  were  sold  to  the  general  public,  and 
they  were  sometimes  spent  or  carried  as 
pocket  pieces.  Points  to  check  for  wear  in¬ 
clude  Liberty's  cheek  and  wreath,  as  well  as 
the  eagle's  head  and  right  wing. 


Several  types  of  packaging  were  employed 
for  this  series.  Most  commonly  seen  is  the 

generic,  unprinted 
holder  made  by  Den¬ 
nison  that  has  holes  for 
up  to  five  coins.  The 
1937  Arkansas  set  was 
distributed  by  Stack’s 
of  New  York  City  in 
attractive  black  velvet,  rectangular  cases. 


Packaging 

Varied 


For  the  1938  sets  (distributed  in  part  by 
Stack's)  these  cases  were  used  again,  along 
with  another  covered  in  tan.  wood-grained 
paper  having  either  black  or  green  velour 
within.  The  Mint’s  chief  engraver,  John 
Sinnock,  had  three-coin  sets  of  matte  proofs 
made  for  each  year  of  the  Arkansas  series. 
These  rare  coins  have  extremely  sharp  de¬ 
tails  and  dull,  etched  surfaces. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 

Diameter:  30.6  millimeters 

Weight:  12.5  grams 

Composition:  .900  silver,  .100  copper 

Edge:  Reeded 

Net  Weight:  .36169  ounce  pure  silver 
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This  Package  Contains 


ARKANSAS  HALF-DOLLARS 

Issued  by  Special  Act  of  Congress 
Commemorating  the 

1 00th  Anniversary  of  Arkansas  Statehood 


Dr.  J.  Ivl.  Barnes, 
107-112  May  Building, 
Montgomery,  Alabama. 


t 

i 

» 

i 


From  the 

ARKANSAS  CENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 

Box  1300 

LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 


i 

I 


This  envelope  (3-1/8"  x  5-1/2")  was  used  to  transmit  to  Dr.  J.M.  Bar¬ 
nes  a  single  1935-P  Arkansas  commemorative.  The  commemorative 
coin  was  simply  wrapped  in  a  4"  x  4-3/4"  piece  of  tissue  paper.  From 
the  reverse  of  the  envelope,  shown  below,  it  can  be  seen  that  it  was 
stamped  December  11,  1935  and  December  12,  1935.  (Arkansas  repro¬ 
ductions  courtesy  of  Frank  W.  DuVall,  L-001,  AL.) 
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This  Package  Contains 

ARKANSAS  HALF-DOLLARS 

lisued  by  Special  Act  of  Congress 
Commemorating  the 

lOOih  Anniversary  of  Arkansas  Statehood 

-.1.  Daniel  ...  Bloomfield, 

112  Nassau  Street, 

i-.  t W  liji'n,  i\j  c V;  X O  l'xi  . 


r 


From  the 

ARKANSAS  CENTENNIAL  COMMISSION 

War  Memorial  Building 
LITTLE  ROCK,  ARK. 


By  way  of  comparison  to  the  preceding  Arkansas  envelope, 
this  envelope  (4”  x  6-3/8"),  addressed  to  Daniel  M.  Bloomfield, 
contained  a  1936-PDS  set  of  Arkansas  commems.  Each  coin 
was  individually  wrapped  in  tissue  paper  measuring  6"  x  6". 
Since  Little  Rock  had  only  one  post  office,  the  registry  numbers 
show  how  many  registered  items  were  dispatched  between  De¬ 
cember  11,  1935  and  August  19,  1936. 
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Mailing  envelope  which  an¬ 
nounced  the  Arkansas  commem 
availability  and  an  order  pricing 
letter.  Envelope  is  reduced  from 
4-1/8"  x  9”  to  fit  The  Trail  for¬ 
mat.  Of  interest  is  the  slogan, 
"Our  State  Is  Our  Exposition." 
At  this  time,  Texas  was  celebrat¬ 
ing  100  years  of  independence 
from  Mexico  with  lavish  fairs  and 
festivities.  Texas  didn't  become  a 
state  until  1845.  Arkansas  was 
celebrating  its  100th  year  of  state¬ 
hood  but  didn't  have  an 
exhibition  nearly  to  match  the 
celebrations  of  Texas,  so  the  en¬ 
velope  simply  claims  that  "Our 
State  Is  Our  Exhibition." 
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Sponsors  and  volunteers  of  the  Arkansas  Centennial  Commission.  Note  3rd 
from  bottom,  middle  row:  movie  star  Dick  Powell.  (Ml  B-Bloomfield  collection.) 
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OFFICE  OF 

DIRECTOR  OF  THE  MINT 

IN  REPLYING  QUOTE  INITIALS 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 

February  3,  1937, 


Mr,  Herbert  R.  Hedman, 
1150  Center  Street, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


Dear  Sir: 


In  reply  to  your  letter  of  January  27th, 

Mr.  Burr  can  be  reached  in  care  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Parke, 
Secretary.  Arkansas  Centennial  Commission,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas. 


Mr.  George  T.  Morgan,  who  was  the  Engraver  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  who  designed  several  coins,  died 
January  4,  1925. 


I  Em  inclosing  a  list  of  the  distributors  of 
commemorative  coins.  From  this  list  you  will  notice  that 
the  agencies  charged  with  the  distribution  of  the  Illinois 
half  dollar  and  the  McKinley  gold  piece  are  out  of  existence. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  might  be  able  to  trace  specimens  of 
these  coins  by  addressing  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
156th  Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City,  This  organization 
does  not  deal  in  coins  but  is  in  communication  with  collectors 
and  dealers  and  might  be  in  position  to  assist  you. 


Very  truly  yours, 

Jjj  ’  — J 


Director  of  the  Mint. 


In closure. 

/ 


Letter  from  Mint  Director  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross,  answering  inquiry  about  commems. 


Second  Arkansas  commem  honored 
Senator  Robinson  against  his  wishes 

The  100th  anniversary  of  Arkansas’  statehood  called  for  a  number  of  celebrations,  the  grandest 
of  which  was  scheduled  for  1936  at  the  state  capital  of  Little  Rock. 


Noting  the  success  of  other  states  in  fund¬ 
ing  such  events  through  the  sale  of 
commemorative  coins,  a  similar  plan  was 
devised  by  a  state-appointed  group  calling 
itself  the  Arkansas  Honorary  Centennial 
Celebration  Commission;  this  name  was 
later  shortened  to  the  Arkansas  Centennial 
Commission. 

Acting  promptly,  the  Commission  got  its 
bill  passed  by  Congress  May  14,  1934, 
authorizing  the  coinage  of  500,000  half  dol¬ 
lars  honoring  Arkansas'  statehood 
centennial.  The  review  process  was  no 
doubt  eased  by  the  fact  that  Arkansas’ 
Joseph  T.  Robinson  was  Senate  Majority 
Leader  and,  until  his  death  in  1937,  the  most 
influential  figure  in  Congress. 

Robinson  would  later  be  recognized 
(against  his  own  wishes)  with  an  additional 
authorization  of  Arkansas  halves  featuring 
his  portrait.  This  coin  is  usually  collected  as 
a  distinctive  issue  from  the  regular  type. 


The  first  Europeans  to  enter  what  is  now 
Arkansas  were  led  by  Hernando  de  Soto  of 
Spain,  who  explored  the  area  in  1541  -42  but 
evidently  found  no  reason  to  remain.  More 
than  a  century  later,  Frenchmen  Jacques 
Marquette  and  Louis  Joliet  passed  through 
Arkansas  while  canoeing  down  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River  in  1673. 

They,  too,  moved  on,  but  were  followed  a 
few  years  later  by  Robert  La  Salle.  It  was  his 
lieutenant,  Henri  de  Tonti,  who  established  a 
trading  post  along  the  river  in  1683  for  ex¬ 
changes  with  the  native  Quapaw.  Through 
warfare,  often  in  distant  lands,  Arkansas 
passed  from  France  to  Spain  and  then  back 
to  France  again. 

It  was  ultimately  sold  to  the  United  States 
as  part  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  in  1803. 
Arkansas  was  included  within  the  Missouri 
Territory  from  1812  to  1819,  but  when  Mis¬ 
souri  achieved  statehood,  the  Arkansas 
Territory  was  established.  By  1836,  enough 
settlers  were  living  there  for  it  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Union  on  June  15  as  the  25th  state. 
Siding  with  the  Confederacy  during  the  Civil 
War,  Arkansas  was  not  readmitted  to  the 
Union  until  1868,  three  years  after  the  war’s 
end. 

The  language  of  the  Arkansas  commemo¬ 
rative  coin  bill  passed  in  1934  conveniently 
omitted  any  reference  to  a  place  or  date  of 
issue,  yet  it  specified  that  the  coins  were  to 
be  delivered  only  to  the  Commission  or  its 
designated  agent  "at  such  times  as  they  shall 
be  requested." 

With  so  generous  an  authorization,  the 
Commission  could  and  did  request  that  Ar¬ 
kansas  halves  be  coined  at  all  three  mints 
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and  in  several  consecutive  years.  If  this  weren’t 
enough  to  irritate  collectors  (who  naturally 
sought  completeness  in  their  sets),  the  Com¬ 
mission's  clumsy  and  sometimes  suspect 
handling  of  distribution  further  fueled  the  fires 
of  resentment  surrounding  this  and  other  "se¬ 
rial"  commemoratives. 

To  advance  the  sale  of  Arkansas  halves  even 
further,  the  Commission  sought  to  create  new 
designs  commemorating  the  same  theme.  This 
move  was  prompted  by  the  Texas  Centennial 
Commission’s  scheme  to  have  five  new  re¬ 
verse  types  adapted  to  its  existing 
commemorative  obverse. 

The  Arkansas  Commission,  however,  scaled 
down  its  request  to  just  three  new  reverses. 
Growing  Congressional  resistance  to  com¬ 
memorative  coin  abuses  led  to  the  Texas 
proposal  failing  altogether  and  the  Arkansas 
plan  being  reduced  to  just  a  single  new  re¬ 
verse.  Legislation  passed  June  26,  1936 
authorized  a  supplemental  production  of  not 
less  than  25,000  nor  more  than  50,000  coins. 

The  new  issue  of  Arkansas  halves  would  be 
struck  in  addition  to  the  regular  commemora¬ 
tive  type,  which  had  already  been  produced  at 
all  three  mints  during  1936.  The  supplemental 
coins  would  bear  the  familiar  centennial  ob¬ 
verse  designed  by  Edward  Everett  Burr  and 
sculpted  by  Emily  Bates. 

The  question  remained,  however,  of  what 
would  be  appropriate  for  the  new  reverse.  A. 
W.  Parke,  Secretary  of  the  Arkansas  Centen¬ 
nial  Commission,  wrote  to  Fine  Arts 
Commission  Secretary  H.  P.  Caemmerer  on 
this  very  subject. 

In  a  letter  dated  September  3,  1936,  Parke  re¬ 
quested  prompt  approval  from  the 
Commission  of  whatever  design  was  chosen, 
and  he  added  that  the  Arkansas  people  w'ere 
considering  the  image  of  a  coin  which  ex¬ 
plorer  Hernando  de  Soto  was  supposed  to  have 
presented  to  an  Indian  woman  during  his  trav¬ 
els  through  the  region. 

This  idea  never  progressed  very  far,  and  a 


portrait  of  Arkansas  native  Joseph  T.  Robin¬ 
son  was  ultimately  selected  as  the  most 
desirable  subject.  In  addition  to  being  an  im¬ 
portant  figure  in  the  United  States  Senate, 
Robinson  was  a  former  governor  of  the  state. 

Unlike  the  long  and  painful  process  associ¬ 
ated  with  producing  the  designs  and  models 
for  the  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollar,  the 
Robinson  coin  progressed  smoothly  and 
quickly.  The  selection  of  professional 
medalist  Henry  Kreiss  to  perform  the  work 
was  the  saving  grace,  as  he  proved  fully 
qualified  for  the  job. 

Kreiss  had  previously  sculpted  the  models 
for  the  Bridgeport  Centennial  and  Connecti¬ 
cut  Tercentenary  issues,  and  his  model  for 
the  Robinson  coin  was  based  on  sketches 
created  by  Enid  Bell.  Kreiss’  model  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  on 
December  23,  1936. 

A  large,  right-facing  portrait  of  Joseph  T. 
Robinson  dominates  this  coin’s  reverse 
(popularly  but  incorrectly  considered  the  ob¬ 
verse).  Arranged  in  an  arc  about  the 
periphery  is  the  legend  ARKANSAS  CEN¬ 
TENNIAL  1836-1936.  In  much  smaller 
letters  to  the  left  of  the  portrait  is  the  statu¬ 
tory  motto  LIBERTY.  To  the  right  is 
JOSEPH  T.  ROBINSON.  Below  that  is  let¬ 
ter  K,  the  designer's  initial. 
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Due  to  the  lateness  of  its  approval,  this 
new  type  was  not  coined  until  January  of 
1937.  Some  25,265  pieces  were  struck  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  (15  of  these  were  re¬ 
served  for  the  Assay  Commission).  The  full 
allotment  of  50,000  coins  was  never  real¬ 
ized,  as  the  market  for  commemorative 
coins  took  a  sharp  downturn  at  about  this 
time. 

The  official  distributor  for  the  Arkansas- 
Robinson  halves  was  Stack’s  of  New  York 
City.  It  already  held  exclusive  rights  to  the 
1937-dated  three-coin  sets  of  the  regular  Ar¬ 
kansas  halves,  so  it  was  only  natural  to 
extend  its  commitment  to  the  series. 

Offering  the  Robinson  pieces  at  $1.85  per 
coin.  Stack’s  cautioned  potential  buyers  on 
the  order  form  that  "From  all  outward  ap¬ 
pearances,  this  issue  will  be  oversubscribed 
and  sold  the  day  the  coins  will  be  released." 
The  lackluster  market  for  commemoratives, 
combined  with  growing  collector  resent¬ 
ment  over  the  proliferation  of  exploitative 
issues,  conspired  to  hold  down  sales. 

An  unspecified  number  of  pieces  re¬ 
mained,  and  Stack's  was  compelled  in  1939 
to  advertise  500  Robinson  halves  for  sale  to 
the  highest  bidder.  This  was,  apparently, 
just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg,  as  dealer  Abe 
Kosoff  was  rumored  to  have  brokered  a  deal 
involving  some  8,000  coins.  Hoards  of 
varying  size  remained  with  dealers  through 
the  1950s. 

It's  almost  certain  that  most  or  all  of  the 
Robinson  halves  were  distributed  within  nu- 

BIBLIOGRAPHY : 


mismatic  channels.  Though  there  are  very 
tew  circulated  examples  as  a  result  of  this  ex¬ 
clusive  marketing,  that  doesn't  mean  that 
gems  are  abundant.  No  special  care  was  taken 
in  the  coining  or  shipping  of  this  issue,  and  the 
typical  Robinson  half  dollar  will  show  exten¬ 
sive  contact  marks  and  abrasions  on  the 
Senator's  face.  The  luster  of  this  coin  type  is 
uniformly  frosty,  though  it  may  be  either 
bright  or  dull. 

Eight  satin-finish  proofs  were  reportedly 
struck,  half  of  these  going  to  prominent  coin 
dealer  Wayte  Raymond.  Since  satin  proofs 
are  not  easily  distinguished  from  conven¬ 
tional  coins,  expert  authentication  is  required 
before  the  proof  status  of  a  Robinson  half 
dollar  can  be  determined. 

The  packaging  for  this  commemorative  is¬ 
sue  consisted  of  a  four-page,  buff-  colored 
cardboard  folder.  Appearing  on  the  front  in 
black  ink  is  the  inscription:  SENATOR 
JOSEPH  T.  ROBINSON;  COMMEMORA¬ 
TIVE  HALF  DOLLAR;  A  NEW  DESIGN 
ISSUED  BY  THE  ARKANSAS  CENTEN¬ 
NIAL  COMMISSION;  AUTHORIZED  BY 
SPECIAL  ACT  OF  CONGRESS  JUNE  26, 
1936;  OFFICIAL  DISTRIBUTORS: 
STACK'S,  690  SIXTH  AVE.,  NEW  YORK, 
NY. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

Diameter:  30.6  millimeters 

Weight:  12.5  grams 

Composition:  .900  silver,  .100  copper 

Edge:  Reeded 

Net  Weight:  .36169  ounce  pure  silver 
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SENATOR 

JOSEPH  T.  ROBINSON 

Commemorative 
HALF  DOLLAR 


A  New  Design 
issued  by  the 

ARKANSAS 

CENTENNIAL 

COMMISSION 

Authorized  by 
Special  Act  of  Congress 
June  26,  1936 


— Official  Distributors— 

Jtaelfr 

690  SIXTH  AVE.,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 


ARKANSAS  HOLDER:  Shown  here  and  on  the  next  page  is  the  holder  for  the 
Arkansas-Robinson  Commemorative  half  dollar.  This  was  actually  a  one-piece 
fold-out.  As  we  are  showing  it  full  size  and  because  of  space  limitations,  we’ve  had 
to  picture  the  top  half  on  this  page  and  the  bottom  half  on  the  next  page. 
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THIS  COIN  IS  ISSUED 
IN  RECOGNITION  OF  THE 
REMARKABLE  SERVICES 
THAT  THE 

HONORABLE  JOS.  T.  ROBINSON 
HAS  RENDERED 
TO  THE 

STATE  OF  ARKANSAS. 


You  can  help 

Help  promote  our  special  area  of  commemorative  coins 
by  signing  up  a  new  member  for  the  Society. 
Membership  applications  are  on  the  back  cover. 
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1 892- 1 954  coinage 


Some  observations  as  to  mottos 


on  U.S.  silver  commemoratives 


by  Jim  Whelan  (R-0945,  CA) 

Modem  day  standard  issue  coins  from  the  U.S.  Mint  carry 
the  mottos  "In  God  We  Trust,"  "Liberty"  and  "E  Pluribus 
Unum."  While  the  motto  "In  God  We  Trust"  on  a  U.S.  coin 
dates  from  1864,  the  mottos  "Liberty"  and  "E  Pluribus 
Unum"  can  be  found  singularly  and/or  in  combination  on 
certain  U.S.  coins  for  at  least  a  couple  hundred  years. 

When  considering  classic  U.S.  silver  commemoratives,  it 
is  interesting  to  take  notice  here  as  to  the  application  of  the 
mottos  -  or  lack  thereof.  There  are  50  basic  types  as  repre¬ 
sented  and  some  five  groups  can  be  classified  when  it 
comes  to  the  mottos. 

The  preponderant  share  of  silver  commemoratives  came 
with  a  design  containing  the  three  mottos,  "In  God  We 
Trust,"  "Liberty"  and  "E  Pluribus  Unum." 

The  Lincoln-Illinois  was  the  first  silver  commemorative 
with  all  three  mottos.  The  other  issues  in  this  category  were 
the  Albany,  Antietam,  Arkansas,  BTW,  Bridgeport,  Cali¬ 
fornia.  C-W,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Columbia, 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  Elgin,  Gettysburg,  Iowa,  Long  Is¬ 
land,  Lynchburg,  Maine,  New  Rochelle,  Norfolk,  Rhode 
Island.  Roanoke,  Robinson,  Sesqui,  Spanish  Trail,  Stone 
Mountain,  Texas,  Wisconsin  and  York.  In  all,  there  were 
30  types  of  silver  commemoratives  that  came  with  the  three 
mottos. 

Four  types  of  silver  commemoratives  were  designed  and 
minted  without  any  of  the  mottos.  These  were  the  Colum¬ 
bian,  Isabella.  Lafayette  and  Missouri. 

Only  the  motto  "In  God  We  Trust"  was  found  on  eight  of 
the  silver  commemoratives.  These  were  the  Pan-Pacific, 
Pilgrim,  Alabama,  Monroe,  Huguenot,  Vancouver,  Lex¬ 
ington  and  Oregon. 


Lincoln-Illinois  was  first 
silver  comment  to  contain 
all  three  mottos 
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Six  of  the  silver  commemoratives  exhibited  the  mottos  "In  God  We  Trust"  and  "E  Pluribus 
Unum,"  but  lacked  "Liberty."  Here  we  find  the  Grant,  Vermont,  Hawaiian,  Boone,  Maryland  and 
Hudson. 

Finally,  the  mottos  "In  God  We  Trust"  and  "Liberty"  but  no  "E  Pluribus  Unum"  as  a  category 
were  unique  to  two  issues:  the  San  Diego  and  Bay  Bridge. 

The  five  classifications  as  depicted  provide  for  yet  another  dimension  when  viewing  and  contem¬ 
plating  silver  commemoratives.  Sometimes  seeing  is  not  always  observing  as  this  writer  came  to 
appreciate  in  the  process  of  crafting  this  article. 
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San  Diego  and  Bay  Bridge  were  the  only  two  commems  that  had 
"In  God  We  Trust"  and  "Liberty"  but  no  "E  Pluribus  Unum"  motto 
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Rare  flyer  promotes  Rhode  Island  commem 


by  David  Provost  (R-2 162,  NC) 

Reading  the  story  ot'  the  Rhode  Island  commemorative  half  dollar  in  the  Summer  2000  edition 
of  The  Commemorative  Trail  reminded  me  of  a  piece  of  Rhode  Island  commemorative  ephemera 
that  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  win  in  an  online  auction  a  few  months  back. 

The  small  flyer  bears  the  copyright  of  the  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercente¬ 
nary  Committee,  Inc.,  the  sponsoring  agency  for  the  commemorative  half  dollar,  so  its  "official" 
status  is  secure.  The  piece  appears  to  have  a  dual  purpose:  describe  and  elicit  orders  for  the  com¬ 
memorative  coin,  and  encourage  out-of-state  residents  to  visit  Rhode  Island  during  the  state's 
tercentenary  year.  Based  on  the  current  references  to  the  tercentenary  year  made  on  the  back 
panel,  the  flyer  appears  to  have  been  printed  for  distribution  in  1936. 


The 

Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 

•  HALF  DOLLAR  * 

Issued  in  commemoration  of 

Rhode  Island's  300th  Birthday 


Welcome  to  Rhode  Island 


MAY  4,  193 6,  the  160th  anniversary  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence,  which  preceded  by  two  months  similar 
action  taken  by  the  Continental  Congress  at 
Philadelphia,  marks  the  official  opening  of  the 
State  celebration  of  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  by  Roger  Williams,  at  Providence 
Plantations,  of  what  became  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations. 

Throughout  the  State,  pageants  and  special 
events  commemorating  its  unique  Colonial  his¬ 
tory,  exhibits  of  the  work  of  old  Rhode  Island 
silversmiths,  cabinet  makers,  painters  and  others, 
will  recall  early  days  and  mark  the  progress  of 
three  centuries. 

Rhode  Island  this  year  more  than  ever  invites 
citizens  from  other  Commonwealths  to  visit  a 
land  of  rare  beauty,  combining  four  hundred 
miles  of  coastline,  world-famed  beaches  and 
summer  resorts,  with  the  charm  of  the  hill 
country  of  old  New  England.  It  is  a  vacation 
land  with  splendid  roads,  beautiful  Narragansett 
Bay  and  the  broad  Atlantic  for  sailing,  some  of 
the  best  fishing  in  America,  salt  water  or  fresh, 
storied  spots  and  historic  places,  excellent  golf 
courses,  hotels,  inns,  camps — a  place  for  every 
purse,  a  vacation  for  every  desire. 

Come  to  Rhode  Island  this  Tercentenary  year 
and  enjoy  Old  New  England  at  its  best.  Any  in¬ 
formation  you  may  need  will  be  furnished  by 
addressing:  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary 
Commission,  State  House,  Providence. 


Front  Cover 


Back  Cover 


The  flyer  is  printed  on  tan  paper  using  medium  brown  ink.  When  closed,  it  measures  3-1/4" 
wide  by  5-3/4"  high  (6-1/2"  by  5-3/4"  when  opened  to  its  center  spread).  The  flyer  consists  of 
four  printed  panels  -  front,  back,  and  both  panels  of  the  center  spread;  it  does  not  contain  any  coin 
slots. 

It  is  clearly  a  piece  that  seeks  to  promote  direct  sales  by  the  Tercentenary  Committee.  It  is  inter¬ 
esting  to  note  that  the  mail  order  price  of  $1.15  quoted  in  the  flyer  is  cheaper  than  the  $1.50 
charged  by  Horace  Grant  (Grant's  Hobby  Shop),  who  was  set  up  to  be  the  primary  source  for  na¬ 
tional  mail  order  sales. 

I  hope  to  learn  more  about  the  flyer  in  the  future  and  will  report  back  to  The  Commemorative 
Trail  when  I  have  news  of  substance.  Until  then,  I  hope  you  enjoy  reading  the  contents  of  this 
newly  discovered  (at  least  for  me!)  promotional  flyer  via  the  scanned  images  that  I  have  included 
with  this  article. 


The  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 


THE  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  half  dollar 
war  issued  in  1936  by  the  United  States 
Government  in  commemoration  of  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  by 
Roger  Williams.  The  Act  of  Congress  providing 
for  the  issuance  of  30,000  of  these  half  dollars 
was  passed  in  1935.  20,000  of  these  were  minted 
in  Philadelphia,  13,000  in  Denver,  and  13,000 
in  San  Francisco.  The  design  is  the  result  of  the 
joint  efforts  of  Mr.  John  Howard  Benson  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Graham  Carey,  both  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island.  The  requirements  of  the  United 
States  Mint  provide  that  the  coin  have  on  the 
obverse,  the  words,  "Liberty,”  "In  God  We 
Trust,”  and  the  date,  "1936;”  and  on  the  reverse, 
the  words,  "United  States  of  America,” 
"E  Piuribus  Unum,”  and  "Half  Dollar.” 

The  arrival  of  Roger  Williams  at  the  site  of 
Providence  seemed  to  be  an  excellent  symbol  of 
liberty.  The  gesture  of  the  Indian,  the  hand  ex¬ 
tended  palm  down,  is  the  sign  for  "Good”  in  the 


Indian  sign  language,  while  Roger  Williams* 
raised  hand  is  the  white  man’s  salutation  of 
friendship.  Behind  the  Indian  stands  a  plant  of 
Indian  corn  symbolic  of  the  native  contribution 
to  the  new  American  civilization  and  one  partic¬ 
ularly  characteristic  of  Rhode  Island,  while 
Roger  Williams  carries  in  his  hand  the  Bible, 
symbolic  of  the  European  contribution.  Behind 
both  rises  the  sun  of  religious  liberty,  which  was 
established  by  Roger  Williams  in  Rhode  Island, 
the  first  time  that  a  political  power  conceded  to 
human  being?  the  right  to  possess  religious  beliefs, 
and  to  worship  God  in  a  manner  dictated  by  per¬ 
sonal  preference  rather  than  by  the  governmental 
ordinance. 

On  the  reverse  is  the  shield  bearing  the  anchor 
of  Hope,  which  is  taken  from  the  Seal  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta¬ 
tions,  and  the  ribbon  above  it  bearing  the  word, 
“Hope”  stands  for  the  authority  of  the  State; 
while  behind,  representing  the  authority  of  the 
nation,  is  the  mantling  with  the  motto, 
"E  Piuribus  Unum.” 


The  cost  of  the  coin  with  handling  charges  is  $1.13  for  the  first  one,  and  $1.03 
for  each  additional  coin.  This  price  is  subject  to  change  without  notice. 

Address  all  orders  and  correspondence  regarding  the  memorial  coin  to 

Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations  Tercentenary  Committee,  Inc. 

634  Hospital  Trust  Building,  Providence,  R.  L 


Center  Spread 
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Pioneer  Memorial  could  be  in  place 
next  autumn  in  Elgin,  Illinois 

There  is  a  good  chance  the  Pioneer  Memorial  -  the  theme  used  for  the  1936  Elgin,  Ill.,  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar  -  will  become  a  reality  by  the  autumn  of  2001 . 

As  of  Oct.  1  it  was  still  the  plaster  of  paris  model  developed  by  Elgin  sculptor  Trygve  A. 
Rovelstad  during  the  1930s  with  the  hope  of  erecting  the  monument  in  his  hometown,  not  far 
from  Chicago. 

Once  estimated  to  cost  as  much  as  $600,000,  the  statue’s  price  tag  is  now  closer  to  $400,000. 

Peg  Youngren.  secretary  of  the  Pioneer  Memorial  Foundation,  reports  the  financial  support  is 
all  but  assured  to  place  the  monument  in  a  downtown  Elgin  redevelopment  near  the  city’s  li¬ 
brary.  Three-fourths  of  the  cost  come  in  the  form  of  pledges  -  $150,000  from  the  State  of  Illinois 
and  $75,000  each  from  the  City  of  Elgin  and  Kane  County. 

Another  $25,000  came  from  a  local  citizens'  group  that  disbanded  after  determining  that  its  ef¬ 
forts  to  revitalize  the  city  were  duplicating  those  of  others. 

The  remaining  funds  have  come  from  other  sources,  including  individual  donations.  Mrs. 
Youngren  says  part  of  the  expenses  will  be  covered  by  donated  labor  and  material,  such  as  local 
service  organizations  providing  plaques  and  the  like.  Volunteer  labor  also  will  transport  the 
mold  to  a  foundry  at  Mount  Morris  in  northwestern  Illinois  for  casting. 

It’s  estimated  the  foundry  will  require  about  nine  months  to  cast  the  monument,  so  it  could  be 
autumn  of  2001  before  the  statue  is  in  place. 

The  foundation  was  able  to  lower  the  overall  cost  by  electing  to  have  the  statue  placed  on  a 
stone  foundation  rather  than  a  granite  one.  Rovelstad’ s  family  also  agreed  to  lower  its  art  com¬ 
mission  from  $200,000  to  $125,000. 

Rovelstad  had  hoped  to  create  the  monument  during  the  1930s  and  was  able  to  get  Congress  to 
authorize  the  Elgin  commemorative  as  a  way  to  raise  money.  The  net  mintage  turned  out  to  be 
20.000  with  another  5,000  returned  to  the  Mint  for  melting. 

Rovelstad  netted  about  $8,000,  which  helped  keep  his  monument  dream  going,  but  the  sum 
was  far  short  of  the  estimated  $100,000  needed  at  that  time. 

The  monument  and  the  coin's  reverse  depict  four  people,  representing  pioneers  who  settled  the 
Elgin  area.  The  obverse  depicts  a  pioneer  man,  also  created  by  Rovelstad. 

Rovelstad  died  in  1990,  leaving  behind  his  dream  and  the  12-foot-high  plaster  of  paris  form  in 
his  studio.  His  widow,  Gloria,  continued  attending  to  the  model,  patching  cracks  and  the  like, 
until  her  death  in  1999. 

Rovelstad  actually  made  52  plaster  of  paris  molds  and  assembled  them  to  form  the  huge  model. 
Thus,  transporting  the  molds  to  the  foundry  will  not  present  the  problem  one  huge  device  would 

create. 
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Quarter  program  attracting  many 
new  collectors ,  Steve  Bieda  finds 

nr  iv  4 

The  U.S.  Mint’s  50-State  Quarter  Program  has  created  many  young  new  collectors,  accord¬ 
ing  to  observations  by  Steve  Bieda  (R-2205,  MI)  ,  a  Society  member  who  designed  the  reverse 
of  the  1992  Olympic  half  dollar. 

Bieda  recently  made  a  dozen  classroom  appearances  at  various  middle  and  elementary  schools 
in  the  Warren,  Mich.,  area,  promoting  the  quarter  program. 

He  said  that  in  each  class,  roughly  3  percent  of  the  students  indicated  that  they  collected  coins 
prior  to  the  quarter  program  and  that  about  98  percent  indicated  they  started  collecting  coins  after 
the  program  started.  Many  reported  collecting  proof  sets  and  other  coins  in  addition  to  the  quar¬ 
ters. 

Bieda  said  he  passed  out  PNG  quarter  boards  donated  by  Abbott's  Coins  of  Birmingham, 
Mich.,  and  an  MSNS  quarter  design  template  prepared  by  Liberty  Coins  in  Lansing,  Mich. 
Bieda  encouraged  the  students  to  come  up  with  ideas  for  Michigan's  2004  quarters  and  sketch 
their  designs  on  the  templates. 

Among  possible  themes  suggested  by  Bieda,  including  a  map  of  Michigan,  were  the  auto  and 
auto  assembly  lines,  Great  Lakes  views,  the  state  bird  (robin),  state  flower  (apple  blossom)  and 
famous  Michiganians  such  as  Thomas  Edison,  Charles  Linbergh,  Henry  Ford,  Gerald  Ford  and 
musician  Kid  Rock.  He  also  suggested  Mo-Town  recording  artists. 


Last  issue  for  some 

Dues  notices  went  out  during  July.  The  renewal  rate  has  been  excellent,  but  there  are  still 
some  members  who  have  not  renewed.  We'll  be  purging  the  roster  of  non-paid  members  on 
November  1. 

All  paid-up  members  should  have  received  a  new  membership  card  by  now.  If  you  don’t  have 
one,  you  probably  are  among  the  delinquent  who  will  be  dropped.  This,  then,  would  be  your  fi¬ 
nal  issue  of  The  Trail. 
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Modern  conwiems 


Survey  says  Congress  should  be  realistic 

A  survey  by  Coin  World  shows  collectors  believe  Congress  should  be  realistic  and  reduce  the 
number  of  coins  it  authorizes  for  commemorative  coin  programs. 

"A  resounding  77  percent  said  authorized  mintages  for  new  commemorative  programs  should  be 
based  on  sales  of  previous,  recent  programs,"  the  weekly  newspaper  said  in  reporting  results  of  an 
online  poll  conducted  on  its  web  site  from  June  30  to  July  18. 

"High  mintages  and  low  secondary  market  value  are  key  factors  in  the  escalating  demise  of  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  according  to  many  who  commented  in  addition  to  responding  to  questions 
posed  in  the  poll,"  Coin  World  said  in  a  story  published  in  its  Aug.  14  issue. 

"Mintage  authorizations  of  from  three  to  four  times  the  number  being  sold  discourage  collectors, 
depress  sales  and  decrease  secondary  market  value,  according  to  many  collectors  responding  to 
the  poll,"  the  story  said.  Coin  World  said  88  percent  of  the  325  respondents  in  the  poll  said  they 
collect  modem  commemorative  or  those  dated  since  1982. 

The  poll  showed  the  respondents  prefer  silver  dollars  in  the  modem  commemorative  series.  The 
story  said  62  percent  collect  silver  dollars,  55  percent  collect  $5  gold  half  eagles,  49  percent  col¬ 
lect  $10  gold  eagles  and  44  percent  collect  clad  half  dollars.  Only  19  percent  reported  collecting 
ringed  bimetalic  gold/platinum  commemoratives,  and  18  percent  said  they  are  collecting  all  U.S. 
commemorative  coins  issued. 

Proof  versions  of  the  commemoratives  are  the  most  popular,  the  report  said,  with  36  percent  col¬ 
lecting  both  uncirculated  and  proof  versions,  46  percent  saying  they  collect  proofs  and  6  percent 
buying  only  uncirculated  coins. 

Coin  World  Editor  Beth  Deisher  said  several  respondents  "attempted  to  skew  the  results  by  re¬ 
sponding  more  than  once.  However,  we  were  able  to  detect  their  actions  and  used  only  the  first 
response  of  each." 

"While  this  poll  is  not  scientific  in  terms  of  its  methodology,  we  believe  it  is  representative  of 
the  comments  and  opinions  we  are  seeing  expressed  elsewhere  in  the  coin  collecting  community, 
such  as  ‘Letters  to  the  Editor'  and  other  commentary  published  and  expressed  in  a  variety  of  fo¬ 
rums,"  she  said. 


Share  your  thoughts  with  us 

What  are  your  thoughts  on  modern  commemoratives?  We’ll  be  glad  to  publish  your  comments. 

For  that  matter,  we’d  like  to  know  if  The  Commemorative  Trail  should  be  devoting  more  space 
to  modem  commemoratives.  Our  focus  has  always  been  and  will  continue  to  be  commems  of 
1 892-1954.  Should  we  give  more  coverage  to  the  later  issues?  Let  us  know  your  thoughts. 
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Quiz  Answers 

(Quiz  begins  on  page  7) 

1.  The  Isabella  quarter  was  the  first  legal  tender  U.S.  coin  to  depict  a  foreign  monarch. 
True. 

2.  William  Barber  designed  the  Lafayette  dollar.  False.  Charles  Barber 

3.  A  conestoga  wagon  is  depicted  on  the  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar.  True. 

4.  The  1922  Grant  half  dollar  and  the  1922  Grant  gold  dollar  depicted  the  same  motif.  True. 

5.  The  1925  Fort  Vancouver  half  dollar  struck  at  San  Francisco  did  not  have  an  "S"  mint 
mark.  True. 

6.  The  Texas  centennial  half  dollar  depicts  Sam  Flouston,  Stephen  F.  Austin  and  Davey 
Crockett.  False.  No  Crockett. 

7.  Mrs.  Peter  Porter  spearheaded  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers'  effort  to  create  the  Isabella 
quarter.  False.  Mrs.  Potter  Palmer. 

8.  York  County,  the  subject  of  the  York  commemorative  half  dollar,  is  in  New  York  state. 
False.  Maine. 

9.  The  1923-S  Monroe  Doctrine  half  dollar  had  an  association  with  the  motion  picture  indus¬ 
try.  True. 

10.  The  1925  Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  commemorated  the  Stone  Mountain  memorial  in 
Georgia  and  the  memory  of  President  Howard  Taft.  False.  Warren  G.  Harding. 

11.  The  1925  Stone  Mountain  half  dollar  was  the  first  commemorative  struck  at  a  branch 
mint.  False.  1 91 5-S  Panama-Pacific  half  dollar. 

12.  Stone  Mountain,  Gettysburg  and  Antietam  half  dollars  are  all  related  to  the  Civil  War. 
True. 

13.  The  1986  Statue  of  Liberty  $5  gold  coin  was  the  only  commemorative  of  the  1980s  to  sell 
out  its  entire  authorized  quantity.  True. 

14.  The  1936  Robinson-Arkansas  half  dollar  depicted  a  living  person.  True. 

15.  The  1936  Lynchburg  half  dollar  depicted  a  living  person.  True. 

16.  John  Howard  Benson  was  a  designer  of  the  1936  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  half  dollar. 
True. 

17.  Arthur  Graham  Carey  was  a  designer  of  the  1921  Alabama  half  dollar.  False.  Co-de¬ 
signer  of  the  1936  Rhode  Island. 

18.  Frank  Gasparro’s  first  commemorative  design  was  the  1991  Mount  Rushmore  dollar. 
True. 

1 9.  24  stars  appear  on  the  obverse  of  the  Alabama  half  dollar.  False.  22. 

20.  The  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  was  the  first  U.S.  silver  commemorative  coin. 
True.  1892. 

21.  The  first  authorized  U.S.  coin  to  depict  a  president  was  the  Lafayette  dollar.  True. 
George  Washington. 

22.  The  date  1936  appears  to  the  right  of  Chief  Black  Fish  on  the  1935  Daniel  Boone  half 
dollar.  False.  1934. 

23.  The  date  1734  appears  on  the  Maryland  half  dollar.  False.  1634. 

24.  In  1952,  future  President  Kennedy  sponsored  legislation  for  a  commemorative  half  dollar 
marking  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  Pine  Tree  Shilling.  True. 

25.  The  "Old  Dutch  Church"  is  depicted  on  the  Delaware  half  dollar.  False.  Old  Swedes 
Church. 

26.  The  dates  1821  and  1921  appear  on  the  Missouri  half  dollar.  True. 

27.  Governor  Thomas  Kilby  was  the  first  living  person  depicted  on  a  commemorative  -  the 
Alabama  half  dollar.  True. 

28.  The  other  person  shown  on  the  Alabama  half  dollar  was  the  state's  first  governor. 
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Thomas  Benson.  False.  W.W.  Bibb. 

29.  Best  known  for  the  Morgan  Dollar,  George  Morgan  did  not  design  or  engrave  any  com¬ 
memorative  coins.  False.  He  did  the  Columbian  Expo  half  dollar,  Pan-Pac  half  dollar,  etc. 

30.  Tom  Peters  and  Clara  Peters  designed  the  1915  Panama  Exposition  half  dollar.  False. 
George  Morgan  and  Charles  Barber. 

31.  The  act  of  Feb.  24,  1925,  authorized  the  Vermont  half  dollar  and  Oregon  Trail  half  dollar. 
False.  Not  Oregon  Trail. 

32.  The  1936  Wisconsin  Half  dollar  bears  a  date  of  July  4,  1836.  True. 

33.  The  1928  Hawaiian  Half  dollar  bears  a  date  of  Jan.  26,  1828.  False.  1778-1928. 

34.  Lafayette  appears  on  both  sides  of  the  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  True. 

35.  The  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  half  dollar  was  dated  1938.  False.  1936. 

36.  Constance  Ortmayer  designed  the  Cincinnati  half  dollar.  True. 

37.  Seven  cities  are  marked  with  stars  on  the  Cleveland  Great  Lakes  half  dollar.  False.  Nine  cit¬ 
ies. 

38.  A  palmetto  tree  is  shown  on  the  Columbia,  S.C.  half  dollar.  True. 

39.  The  two  people  shown  on  the  Gettysburg  half  dollar  represent  no  specific  individuals.  True. 

40.  A  mermaid  is  depicted  on  the  Hudson  half  dollar.  True. 

41 .  Adam  Pietz.  who  designed  the  Iowa  half  dollar,  lived  in  Des  Moines.  False.  Philadelphia. 

42.  The  Illinois  Centennial  half  dollar  marked  Abraham  Lincoln’s  100th  birthday.  False.  100th 
anniversary  of  statehood. 

43.  A  ship  is  shown  on  the  Long  Island  half  dollar.  True. 

44.  The  man  who  designed  the  Peace  dollar  also  designed  the  Norfolk  half  dollar.  False.  Wil¬ 
liam  Marks  Simpson  and  his  wife,  Marjorie. 

45.  The  New  Rochelle  half  dollar  was  issued  in  1936.  False.  1938. 

46.  There  is  a  ship  shown  on  the  Pilgrim  half  dollar.  True. 

47.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  is  depicted  on  the  Roanoke  Island  half  dollar.  True. 

48.  Ambrose  Green  is  depicted  on  the  Vermont  half  dollar.  False,  (made  up  that  name!!)  Ira 
Allen. 

49.  The  Bill  of  Rights  dollar  is  dated  1993.  True. 

50.  The  Vietnam  War  Memorial  dollar  is  dated  1994.  True. 

51.  The  Smithsonian  Institution  dollar  is  dated  1995.  False.  1996. 

52.  A  cactus  is  shown  on  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollar.  False.  Yucca  tree. 

53.  There  are  1926  and  1928  Oregon  Trail  half  dollars,  but  none  dated  1927.  True. 

54.  The  Texas  Centennial  half  dollar  ran  from  1934  to  1939.  False.  1934  to  1938. 

55.  The  1992  White  House  silver  dollar  features  the  likeness  of  Thomas  Jefferson.  False.  Archi¬ 
tect  James  Hoban. 

56.  The  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar  had  an  official  mintage  of  12,525.  False.  10,025. 

57.  The  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar  had  an  official  mintage  of  1 1,005.  False.  10,041. 

58.  The  Long  Island  half  dollar  marked  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  arrival  of  Dutch  colonists. 
True. 

59.  The  portrait  of  Lincoln  on  the  Illinois  half  dollar  was  based  on  a  statue  in  a  park  at  Elgin,  Ill. 
False.  Statue  in  Springfield. 

60.  The  words  "Oh,  Pioneers"  are  on  the  Boone  half  dollar.  False. 

61.  A  grizzly  bear  is  shown  on  both  the  San  Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge  and  the  California 
Diamond  Jubilee  half  dollars.  True. 

62.  Peter  Stuyvesant  is  one  of  the  people  depicted  on  the  Albany  half  dollar.  False.  Governor 
Dongan,  Peter  Schuyler  and  Robert  Livingston. 

63.  The  Antietam  half  dollar  shows  both  Generals  McClellan  and  Lee.  True. 

64.  Edward  Everett  Horton  designed  the  Arkansas  Centennial  half  dollar.  False.  Edward  Everett 
Burr. 

65.  The  Charter  Oak  is  shown  on  both  the  Connecticut  half  dollar  and  the  new  state  quarter. 

True. 

66.  Captain  Cook  is  depicted  on  the  Hawaiian  half  dollar.  True. 
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67.  A  Minuteman  is  shown  on  the  Lexington-Concord  half  dollar.  True. 

68.  A  courthouse  is  shown  on  the  Lynchburg  half  dollar.  True. 

69.  A  goat  was  actually  used  as  the  model  for  the  fat  calf  on  the  New  Rochelle  half  dollar. 
False.  It  was  a  calf. 

70.  Presidents  Washington  and  Coolidge  are  shown  on  the  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar.  True. 

71 .  Infant  Virginia  Dare  is  depicted  on  the  Roanoke  Island  half  dollar,  being  held  by  her  mother. 
The  mother's  name  was  Ellinor.  True. 

72.  The  Red  Book  lists  the  mintage  of  the  1915-S  Pan-Pac  $50  round  as  483.  True. 

73.  The  Red  Book  lists  the  mintage  of  the  1915-S  Pan-Pac  $50  octagonal  as  524.  False.  645. 

74.  The  1982  Washington  half  dollar  was  the  first  90  percent  silver  commemorative  released  by 
the  United  States  since  the  1954  dated  issues.  True. 

TOUGH  QUESTIONS 

75.  The  state  of  Maine  has  two  commemorative  half  dollars...  Maine  Centennial  and  York 
County.  Name  the  years  of  issue.  1920  and  1936. 

76.  What  was  the  first  "variety"  specifically  created  to  increase  sales  to  collectors?  1921  Pil¬ 
grim  Tercentenary  half  dollar. 

77.  What  were  the  the  four  "classic  era"  commemoratives  depicting  living  people?  1921  Ala¬ 
bama,  1926  Sesquicentenniai,  1936  Robinson- Arkansas  and  1936  Lynchburg. 

78.  The  1934  Maryland  half  dollar  bears  the  motto  "Fatti  Maschii  Parole  Femine."  What  is  the 
English  translation?  "Deeds  are  manly,  words  womanly." 

79.  Who  are  depicted  on  the  Huguenot- Walloon  half  dollar?  Admiral  de  Coligny  and  William 
the  Silent. 

80.  The  Alabama  centennial  half  dollar  is  dated  1921.  What  was  the  actual  year  of  the  state’s 
centennial?  1919. 

81.  What  1920s'  commemorative  showed  architectural  objects  on  both  sides?  Lexington-Con¬ 
cord. 

82.  Name  the  two  designers  of  the  1918  Illinois  Centennial  half  dollar.  George  Morgan  and 
John  Sinnock. 

83.  Name  the  animal  shown  on  the  Albany  half  dollar.  Beaver. 


So  how  did  you  do? 

83  correct:  You're  either  a  genius  or  you  cheated! 


75-82  correct: 
65-74  correct: 
50-64  correct: 
35-49  correct: 
10-34  correct: 


You  should  be  a  dealer. 

You  probably  know  more  than  the  person  next  to  you. 

Well,  you  did  have  a  50-50  chance  on  most  of  the  questions. 

You  probably  were  guessing  without  much  luck.  Stay  away  from  casinos. 
You  are  a  non-collector  who  picked  up  this  magazine  in  the  dentist's  office. 


0-9  correct:  Try  stamp  collecting. 


More  letters: 

This  is  a  follow-up  to  material  printed  in  the  preceding  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail.  First 
is  an  apparent  press  release  promoting  the  Texas  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar.  Then 
we  present  more  letters  from  L.M.  Hoffecker  to  Trygve  Rovelstad,  creator  of  the  Elgin  commem. 
True  to  his  reputation  as  a  diversified  businessman,  Hoffecker  had  three  different  letterheads. 
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FromL  A.  Garland  Adair,  Chairman, 

American  Legion  Texas  Centennial  Committee, 
Austin,  Tex. 


The  American  Legion  Texas  Centennial  Committee  announces 
that  the  special  issue  of  Texas  Centenniel  coins  is  now  available 
at  $1.00  each,  plus  a  packing,  postage,  end  insurance  charge  of 
15#  for  the  first  coin  and  5#  each  for  additional  coins. 

The  Texas  half-dollar  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  of  the 
commemorative  series.  Porapeo  Coppini,  an  internationally  famed 
sculptor,  of  San  Antonio  and  New  York,  and  an  adopted  son  of  Texas 
is  the  designer.  The  following  is  8  description  of  the  coin. 

Obverse  -  An  eagle  superimposed  on  a  large  five-pointed 
star  occupies  the  center.  Below  is  “1934",  to  the  lower  left 
"H  Pluribus  Unum"  ,  to  the  upper  right  11  In  God  We  Trust",  the  in¬ 
scription  surrounding  "United  States  of  America.  Half  dollar. " 

Reverse  -  The  center  is  occupied  by  a  seated  female  figure 
with  drapery  and  outstretched  win^s.  Her  left  arm  is  thrown  pro- 
tectingly  over  a  miniature  representation  of  the  Alamo.  Above  her 
head,  on  a  scroll,  "Liberty"  and  the  six  flags  that  have  flown 
under  Texae  shies.  At  the  left  and  right,  medallion  portraits  of 
Sara  Houston  and  Stepnen  F.  Austin.  Inscription  surrounding,  "The 
Texas  Independence  Centennial.  Remember  tha  Alamo." 

The  Connelly-? etraan  measure,  which  authorized  the  minting 
of  this  money,  provides  that  1,500,000  of  the  silver  50-cent  coins 
be  issued  to  the  American  Legion  Texas  Centennial  Committee. 

305,000  of  the  coins  have  be°n  issued,  bearing  the  date 
1934.  Just  as  soon  as  this  first  order  is  exhausted,  another  orde 
will  be  placed  and  will  bear  the  date  1935.  There  will  likely  be 
no  change  in  design  other  than  the  date  change,  since  the  Treasury 
Department  advises  that  a  new  bill  would  have  to  be  enacted  to 
secure  a  new  design.  Orders  will  bp  placed  »s  needed  until  the 
entire  1,500,000  issue  has  been  received. 

The  fund  to  be  derived  ffom  the  sale  of  the  coins  at  a 
premium  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  construction  of  a  T^xas  Memorial 
Museum  on  the  campus  of  the  University  of  Texas,  which  museum  is 
to  be  the  property  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  will  contribute 
materially  to  the  conservation  of  the  historic  treasures  cf  'Texas 
end  to  the  development  of  the  educational  system  of  the  state. 


HI  P  c~l‘  O'  C/T 


Kir..  Extkr^atioxal  ^Husktj^ii 

lldlib  PASO,  TEXAS 

Cct .  25,  1?5?. 


::.r 


T.  A.  Rovelstad,  Chairman, 
Irin  Centennial  Monumental  Com. 

Illinois. 


El "in. 


Dear  Cir: 


I.i  further  reference  to  hand  1  in."  your  Plain 
coin,  I  have  balanced  my  ooks  on  the  Old  Spanish  Tr°il  coin. 

".’e  have  be^n  receiving  orders  nincc  the  first  of  May  nnd  I  have 
bookkeeper  °nd  st 

to  k^en  t'~* ^ 

race-  vino  oonniderable  correspondence 


emT'lc*'ed  a  bookkeeper  and  steno^m pher  since  June  1st  and  expect 
0 tone ~rr "her  the  balance  of  the  month  as  I  "m  still 


After  careful  consideration,  I  "'ill  handle  vcur 

'  ** 

manner  I  h.‘>ndled  m’rc:  to— "'it :  mill  favor 


2  r  p'jo  n  n  r*  ^  r-i'-i 

collectors  in  "reference  to  dealers,  not  let  any  dealer  have 
nnv  "r^°t  number  of  the  coins  .By  continuir."  the  sale  for  three 
or  four  month 3  the  collectors  "/ill  have  no  right  to  complain  if 
hk ey  fai1  to  ~  ^  t  -■  ny  o f  th e  coins  nnd 
12.00  until  the  issue  is  exhausted. 

~ o  1  -  ■  i  -  * 


■’ ill  keep  the  "rice  at 
now  have  a  much  laryer 


0  o  v  +  n  c 


These  issues  cannot  be  handled  in  the  future  as 
one  co.nmittees  handled  them  in  the  past  or  the  Government  will 
iscontinue  the  coinin-  of  co  miemoratives  entirel,r  . 


^  r\  r  a  a  r- 


o  .  >->  j 


I  will  pay  for  the  coins,  15,000.00,  the  cost  of 
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tr  agent,  the  su.ee  of  Twelve  Thousand  Dollars,  (£12,000.00) . 
a  this  way  you  will  have  no  worry  or  uncertainty  about  how  much 
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Th. ;n-  0  n:i  to  'cave  not  hr d  a  "ood  m.rili nr  1  1st. 
Hudson  aeoplo,  I  understand  on  pood  authority,  sold  the  major 
oertion  of  their  coins  for  95  cents  each  °nd  the  balance  for 
£1 .00  leaving  them  appreximr  tely  only  Y; 500.00  net. 
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35  J-  TP.A^09  T3CXAS 


Povelstad  ;j2  10/2  ;>/;•! 


Pie?  sc  let  boor;  'vhn t  you  decide  on.  as  coon 
die  end  ka.v  you  ?re  progressing  in  Washington.  I 
could  be  of  :o:r.e  an  rhtunco  to  your  cone  res  seen  by 
then,  ho.v  I  got  by  v/ith  o;:r  issue. 

A  .'aitiny  your  reply,  I  an 


as  p o s s : 
thirds  I 

y  j- 1  ^  - 
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L.  W  HOFFECKER 
LOANS  AND  MORTGAGES 

1314  MONTANA  STREET 

EL  PASO. TEXAS 

January  24,  19^6, 


Mr.  T.  A.  Rovelstad, 

Elgin,  Illinois. 

Dear  Mr.  Rovelstad: 

I  am  sending  you  by  parcel  post  today,  two 
plaster  casts  of  the  Old  Spanish  Trail  coin,  for  yoir  guidance, 
and  when  you  are  through  with  then,  please  return  them  as  we 
want  then  for  our  museum. 

I  have  been  appointed  chairman  of  a  committee, 
by  the  President  of  the  Numismatic  Society,  and  asked  to 
select  two  other  members,  to  go  to  Washington  in  the  near 
future  and  consult  with  the  Treasury  Department  about  the 
future  issues  of  commemorative  coins,  and  to  try  and  stop 
the  rackets  that  they  are  running  on  the  present  issues.  I 
will  go  by  way  of  Chicago  and  ?/ ill  stop  off  and  see  you  as 
I  go  through.  Will  let  you  know  later  when  I  expect  to 
start  so  you  can  tell  ne  if  you  will  be  in  the  city. 

With  kind  regards,  I  am 
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L  W  HOFFECKER 

LOANS  AND  MORTGAGES 


1514  MONTANA  STREET 

EL  PASO.  TEXAS 

February  11,  1956 


Mr.  T.  A.  Rovelstaa, 
Llgin,  Illinois. 

Dear  *’r.  P.ovelstad: 


Received  your  letter  from  Washington  and 
glad  to  hear  you  are  getting  along  so  well  with  the  coin. 

I  neglected  to  tell  you  ’when  I  sent  the 
piaster  casts  that  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arte  objected 
to  the  riband  under  the  word  "Liberty0  and  they  took  that 
off  in  the  Lint  when  they  made  the  dies,  just  putting  the 
plain  letters  on. 


You  mentioned  that  your  Representative 
advised  you  to  start  right  away  with  the  casts.  It  is 
necessary  for  you  to  get  a  permit  from  L!r3.  Nellie  Tayloe 
Ross,  Director  of  the  Mint  before  you  can  make  any  casts 
for  a  coin  as  it  is  against  the  lav:  to  make  them  without 
this  remit. 


I  am  still  waiting  to  hear  from  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  before  I  start 
fer  'Washington  but  will  send  you  a  wire  as  soon  as  I  start. 

You  coul„  have  your  drawin  made;  I  do  not 

third:  there  is  any  objection  to  making  the  drawing,  which 

also  has  to  be  passed  on  by  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts, 

and  in  case  the"'  had  any  objection  to  irour  design  it  would 
be  easier  to  change  the  design  than  it  would  be  to  chanre 
the  models. 


The  Commission  of  Fine  Arte  meet  only 
once  a  month  and  it  7/ill  be  well  for  you  to  ascertain  when 
they  meet  as  soon  as  you  are  sure  that  the  President  will 
sign  you  bill.  Mr.  H.  P.  Caemmemer  is  the  Secretary  and 
has  hi3  office  in  the  Navy  Department  Building  in  Washing¬ 
ton  and  can  give  you  all  the  information  you  need. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letter 
from  Washington  I  3ent  you  a  telegram  telling  you  to  see 
Mr.  Caemmemer,  and  also  to  see  about  the  permit  for  mak¬ 
ing  the  casts  but  the  telegraph  company  informed  me  that 
you  had  left  for  New  York  and  were  going  home  from  there. 

Of  course,  if  irou  wen  sure  vour  plaster 
casts  v/ould  pa93  with  a  few  minor  changes,  it  would  save 
time  to  have  the  Co /mission  of  Fine  Arts  pass  on  the  casts 
instead  of  on  the  drawing.  I  would  advise  you,  however, 
to  write  Nr.  Caemmemer  fully  asking  his  opinion. 

With  kind  regards,  I  am 

Yours  v 


L  WH  :H 
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L.  W.  Hoffecker 

DISTRIBUTOR 
ELGIN  CENTENNIAL  COIN 

P.  O.  BOX  75- EL  PASO,  TEXAS 


December  12,  1936. 


Mr.  T.  A.  Rovelstad, 

539  Ryerson  Ave . , 

Elgin,  Ill. 

Dear  Mr.  Rovelstad: 

Received  your  air  mail  of  the  10th,  and  of  course  it  is  very  evident 
that  it  would  cut  both  of  our  profits  in  proportion.  I  note  you  say  the 
coins  are  advertised  in  the  Numismatist  from  $1.50  to  $2.00.  You  cannot  go 
much  on  what  you  see  in  ads.  Some  of  the  advertisers  are  asking  $50.00  a 
set  for  the  Cincinnati  coins,  and  others  $35.00,  and  I  have  bought  them  for 
$30.00.  The  Lincoln,  Illinois  coin  is  advertised  from  $1.50  to  $2.00,  and 
I  bought  100  for  $.75  last  v/eek. 

I  am  not  trying  to  influence  you,  and  want  you  to  use  your  own  judg¬ 
ment  ,  but  it  would  not  have  been  right  for  me  to  go  ahead  without  asking 
you,  as.  in  case  the  coins  were  not  all  sold,  and  you  found  out  about  it 
later,  you  would  have  had  a  right  to  censure  me  for  not  bringing  the  matter 
up . 


I  don’t  know  what  this  man  intends  to  ask  for  then,  but  it  does  not 
look  reasonable  that  he  would  ask  less  than  $1.50,  and  between  you  and  me, 
1  think  he  is  going  to  get  "stung"  if  he  buys  that  many,  as  I  have  had  one 
or  two  letters  from  some  of  the  other  dealers  saying  the  only  fault  they 
had  to  find  with  the  Elgin  coin  was  it  had  been  too  well  distributed,  and 
whoever  buys  4, COO  is  going  to  7/ait  considerable  time  to  get  rid  of  then. 
You  understand  I  stated  in  my  letter  that  he  wanted  me  to  take  some  coins 
off  his  hands  that  I  expect  he  has  already  been  stung  on,  and  I  would 
probably  be  a  year  selling  those. 


Figuring  that  there  is  a  dollar  profit  in  these  coins,  selling  them 
at  $1.50,  and  you  are  getting  65  per  cent  of  this  profit,  and  i  am  getting 
35  per  cent,  this  would  reduce  my  profit  8  3/4  cents,  and  yours  16^;  total¬ 
ing  the  25  cents  he  is  asking  us  to  discount  our  price. 

How  I  have  laid  all  the  facts  before  you,  and  it  is  up  to  you.  I 
have  written  about  twenty  banks  in  the  three  or  four  counties  right  around  /->  ^ 
your  locality,  asking  them  if  they  would  not  take  a  supply  of  the  coins  fop^  y 
the  holidays.  /  / 


Awaiting  your  reply,  I  am 


X? 


AW 
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Society  members  win  ANA  awards 

Members  of  our  Society  have  won  awards,  including  those  presented  during  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Association  convention  in  Philadelphia. 

Harry  Forman  (R-l  149,  PA)  was  named  Numismatist  of  the  Year  by  the  ANA. 

Art  kagin  (R-2192-1A)  won  the  Farran  Zerbe  Memorial  Award,  the  highest  honor  bestowed 

by  ANA. 


Congratulations  to  Harry,  Art  and  all  the  other  Society  members  who  were  recognized.  Hope¬ 
fully,  we  haven't  omitted  anyone  from  the  following  list  of  winners: 

Gary  Beedon  (R-2330,  CA)  -  second  place  in  ANA  regional  club  publications  as  editor  of  the 

N.  A .  S.  C.  Quarterly. 

Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH)  -  ANA  Burnett  Anderson  Memorial  Award  for  Excellence  in 
Numismatic  Writing  (sponsored  by  Krause  Publications). 

Lee  Gong  (R-l 777,  CA)  -  second  runner-up  in  best  of  show  exhibiting  competition. 

Brad  Karoleff  (R-0364,  KY)  -  second  place  in  ANA  specialty  club  publications  as  editor  of 

the  John  Reich  Journal. 

David  Lange  (R-l 779,  NJ)  -  second  place  in  ANA  Wayte  and  Olga  Raymond  Memorial 
Awards  for  "Assembling  The  Ideal  20th  Century  Gold  Type  Set,"  published  in  The  Numismatist. 
Ray  Merena  (R-2249,  NH)  -  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  Lifetime  Achievement  Award. 
David  Provost  (R-2162,  NC)  -  several  exhibiting  awards. 

J.T.  Stanton  (C-0004,  GA)  -  ANA  Medal  of  Merit. 

Fred  Weinberg  (R-1205,  CA)  -  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  25-year  membership  award. 


Numismatic  Literary  Guild  winners: 

Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH) 
Michael  Fuljenz  (C-0007,  TX) 

Jim  Halperin  (R-l  125,  TX) 

David  C.  Harper  (C-0002,  WI) 
Steve  Ivy  (R-l  126,  TX) 


Ray  Merena  (R-2249,  NH) 
Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 
Scott  Travers  (R-2212,  NY) 
Robert  Van  Ryzin  (R-l 973,  WI) 
Fred  Weinberg  (R-1205,  CA) 
Kerry  Wetterstrom  (R-1065,  PA) 


Iversen  named  Numismatic  Ambassador 

Phil  Iverson  (R-1242,  CA)  was  named  a  Numismatic  Ambassador  during  a  ceremony  at  the 
Golden  State  Coin  Show  in  California. 

He  also  came  away  with  exhibiting  honors,  taking  first  place  in  the  commemorative  category 
with  "Mount  Rushmore  Commemorative  Coins."  Roy  Iwata  (R-0566,  CA)  took  second  place 
in  the  same  category  with  "The  Oregon  Trail." 

Iversen  is  the  latest  Society  member  to  win  the  Ambassador  Award.  Other  recent  winners 
have  included  Gail  Baker  (R-2243,  CO),  Lee  Gong  (R-1777,  CA)  and  Michael  Stanley  (R- 
2309,  CA). 

In  all,  23  current  Society  members  have  won  this  prestigious  award. 
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LETTERS 


("Editor's  Note:  Thanks  to  everyone  who  has 
sent  cards ,  letters  and  e-mails  during  my  recent 
illness.  There  were  just  too  many  to  reproduce  in 
the  space  available  for  our  letters  section.) 


Tom  Barosko  (R-0979,  IL)  wrote  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

Hi  Helen: 

The  Trail  arrived  in  perfect  condition,  and  I  was 
pleased  to  read  the  additional  articles  regarding 
the  Pioneer  Memorial.  Our  local  paper  ran  an  ar¬ 
ticle  about  the  memorial  and  we  hope  that  it  helps 
raise  the  needed  funds  to  finally  get  this  project 
completed.  It  would  help  Gloria  and  her  husband 
rest  in  peace  after  all  of  their  efforts. 

We  are  well,  keeping  busy  and  I  am  still  president  of  Mundelein,  the  vice  president  of  Indian  Hill 
and  attend  Lake  County. 

As  luck  will  have  it,  I  haven't  found  any  mules  among  the  quarters  and  dollars  that  I  have.  Will 
keep  looking. 

This  is  from  David  P.  Flippin,  (R-2188,  CA): 

Dear  Helen: 

Please  find  enclosed  my  check  to  include  this  year's  dues  and  a  donation.  As  I  have  said  before, 
and  heard  so  many  times  before,  this  is  the  wisest  money  I  could  spend  on  my  commemorative 
collection. 

I  just  received  (from  auction)  my  third  Columbian  half  dollar  "box."  I  didn't  intend  to  get  more 
than  one  of  these  as  an  example.  The  first  one  1  got  is  looped  to  hang  on  a  necklace,  the  second  is 
engraved  with  a  date  on  the  inside  lid,  and  the  third  is  the  plain  unadorned  type. 

I  wonder  what  other  variations  I  can  find.  All  are  complete  and  working  perfectly.  Every  time  I 
open  one,  I  am  amazed  at  the  machining  expertise  required  to  produce  such  a  splendid  little  coin 
"box,"  and  that  over  a  century  ago! 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  of  your  debilitation  (temporary,  we  all  assume  and  hope.)  You  are  one  of 
those  people  that  our  hobby  needs  in  the  forefront.  So  I  will  make  you  a  deal:  If  you  can  over¬ 
come  this  in  time  for  the  next  ANA  election,  you  can  certainly  count  on  my  support  for  the 
presidency.  I  am  looking  forward  to  being  able  to  vote  for  you  again. 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


a  big  Welcome!  to  the  following  individuals  who  joined  our  elub 
since  the  publication  of  the  preceding  issue  of  The  Trail. 

Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  ask  friends  or  colleagues  whether  they,  too, 
would  enjoy  being  part  of  our  Society. 

Ann  E.  Adams,  R-2360,  OH 


DONATIONS 

By  their  extremely  generous  and  thoughtful  donations,  the  following  contributed  toward  ena¬ 
bling  the  Society  to  provide  members  with  the  "best  buy  in  numismatics": 


$0.00  to  $24.99 

Conrad  Amons 
Thomas  Barosko 
William  Bristol 
Steve  Butler 
Phil  Iversen 
Allen  Jackson 
John  Lyons 
William  Metakes 
Bernard  Siegal 
Mike  Steelman 
Patricia  Verani 


$25.00  to  $49.99 

Gordon  Brown 
John  Case 
Robert  Cassidy 
Leonard  Chow 
Carol  Chrzanowski 
William  S.  Clark 
David  Flippin 
Robert  Fritsch 
Charles  Horning 
Fred  Leininger 
Douglas  Logan 
Arnold  Miniman 
Jay  Spencer 
John  Zaumeyer  Jr. 


$50.00  to  $74,99 

Ray  and  Jan  Mercer 


(Editor's  Note:  We  are  in  these  members'  debts  to  add  to  our  treasury;  we  also  have  to  thank 
them  for  their  continued  support  of  all  our  activities  since  the  formation  of  our  Society >.  Without 
their  generosity  we  would  be  facing  an  assured  dues  increase  because  of  rising  paper ,  printing 
and  postage  costs.  Please  thank  them  in  person  at  the  next  show  or  club  meeting  you  attend.  If 
you  know  their  mailing  addresses,  be  kind  enough  to  write  to  them  to  express  your  gratitude.  1 
have  found  a  great  majority  of  our  members  will  give  the  Society >  that  extra  effort  according  to 
either  their  means  or  abilities.  We  applaud  all  those  whose  actions  contribute  to  the  well-being 
and  advancement  of  our  Society /) 
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Notes 


Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins 

P.O.  Box  302 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 


/  hereby  make  application  for  membership 
in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative 
Coins,  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said 
Society.  My  yearly  dues  (August  to  August 
of  each  year  at  $20.00  per  Adult  and  $8.00 
per  Junior)  are  included  with  this  application 
in  the  form  of _ cash  _ check. 

Check  one:  □  Adult  □  Junior 


Please  Print  or  Type 


Last  name 
First  name 
Street 
City 
State 


M.l. 


Zip  Code 


Daytime  Telephone 


Signature  of  Applicant. 
Date  _ 


Signature  of  Proposer . 


Member  Number 


Birth  Date  -  Junior  Members  Only . 


Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian. 


Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins 

P.O.  Box  302 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 


/  hereby  make  application  for  membership 
in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative 
Coins,  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said 
Society.  My  yearly  dues  (August  to  August 
of  each  year  at  $20.00  per  Adult  and  $8.00 
per  Junior)  are  included  with  this  application 
in  the  form  of _ cash  _ check. 

Check  one:  □  Adult  □  Junior 


Please  Print  or  Type 

Last  name  _ 

First  name  _ 

Street  _ 

City  _ 

State  _  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  _ 

Signature  of  Applicant _ 

Date  _ 

Signature  of  Proposer _ 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  Members  Only _ 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian _ 


M.l. 


Member  Number 


Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 
Commemorative  Coins 

P.O.  Box  302 

Please  Print  or  Type 

Last  name 

First  name 

M.L 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

State  ZiD  Code 

1  hereby  make  application  for  membership 

Daytime  Telephone 

in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative 

Coins,  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said 

Society.  My  yearly  dues  (August  to  August 

Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

of  each  year  at  $20.00  per  Adult  and  $8.00 
per  Junior)  are  included  with  this  application 
in  the  form  of  cash  check. 

Signature  of  Proposer 

Member  Number 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  Members  Only 

Check  one:  □  Adult  □  Junior 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

